The War of the Pacific 1879-1883
On 14 February 1879 one of the biggest wars in Latin America’s history broke out between Chile, on one side, and Peru and Bolivia. It was fought from Panama to Cape Horn and on the burning sands of the driest places on the planet and in the second highest mountain range in the world. In 1879, the Atacama Desert was the biggest supplier of nitrates, used as fertilizer and in explosives. All three nations wanted to control this massively profitable export.

Although Chile won the war, it took four years and many bloody battles before the Allies finally admitted defeat. San Francisco, Los Angeles, Chorrillos, Miraflores and Huamachuco involved anything from a few hundred to 29,000 on one side, with some units, even on the winning side being virtually annihilated. 

Chile

For the most part, the Chileans maintained a standard cut of uniform based on French styles from the Franco-Prussian War. The main exceptions to this were the Atacama (long frock coats) and Chacabuco in early 1879 (Prussian style pickelhaube and long overcoat). All troops wore calf length yellow leather boots. Unless otherwise stated, kepis were red with a dark blue band around the base and black peaks. Gaiters, if worn, were white and white canvas covers were sometimes worn over the kepi. Overcoats were grey/brown, bags and ammunition belts (Lima Campaign onwards) white leather. Uniform standards remained consistently high up to the fall of Lima.

Tarapaca and Tacna Campaigns

Infantry

Artilleria de Marina – Dark blue kepi, tunic and trousers, grey kepi band and cuffs

Atacama – Black frock coat, trousers and kepi, red cuffs

Bulnes – Dark blue tunic, kepi and trousers

Cazadores del Desierto – Grey tunic with green collar and cuffs, white trousers

Chacabuco – Initially pickelhaube, long grey overcoat, white trousers. Later green banded kepi and tunic with red cuffs

Coquimbo – Mid blue kepi, tunic and trousers

Naval – Dark blue kepi and tunic, grey trousers with a red stripe

Valparaiso – Dark blue kepi, tunic and trousers with red collar and cuffs

All other infantry – Dark blue tunic and red trousers

Cavalry

Red kepi and trousers and dark blue tunic

Carabineros del Yungay – Light blue kepi band, collar and cuffs

Cazadores a caballo – Green kepi band, collar and cuffs

Granaderos a caballo – Red kepi band, collar and cuffs

Artillery and Pontoneros

Gunners and Pontoneros – Dark blue kepi and tunic, red or dark blue trousers with two red stripes

Equipment – Natural wood

Lima Campaign

Infantry now wore white stripes around their upper right arm, the number of bands denoting the number of their division (1st, 2nd or 3rd) Most units jackets were now light blue/grey, including the cavalry except:

Chillan – Dark blue jacket and trousers with red collar and cuffs

Naval – Retain their old uniform

Quillota – White jacket and trousers at the Battle of Chorrillos (this was the uniform issued to all units for use around the camp, not normally for battle or parade)

Talca – Dark blue tunic with red collar and cuffs

Artillery – As before 

La Brena Campaign

Generally light blue/grey tunics, except for the gunners who kept their blue tunics. 

As supply arrangements were starting to break down, uniforms started to become less standardised, particularly the trousers, which were often brown or white.   

Bolivia

The Bolivians had the most colourful uniforms of the three protagonists, although their inability to supply their troops with uniforms meant that they often had to fall back on Peruvian white trousers and tunics to keep their troops clothed. Footwear was invariably leather sandals, although cavalry would have black cavalry boots. Kepis often had white canvas covers. The three regular infantry battalions wore the colours of the Bolivian flag. Officers wore dark blue frock coats and trousers or uniforms that were the same colours as their troops.

Line Infantry

	Unit
	Kepi
	Tunic
	Collar
	Cuffs
	Trousers
	Stripe

	Colorados
	Black
	Red
	Black
	Black
	White
	Black

	Sucre
	Red
	Yellow
	Red
	Red
	White
	Red

	Illimani
	Red
	Green
	Red
	Red
	Blue or White
	Red


National Guard

	Unit 
	Kepi
	Tunic
	Collar
	Cuffs
	Trousers
	Stripe

	Aroma
	Black
	Red
	Black
	Black
	Grey
	Red

	Choroloque
	Dark Blue
	Dark Blue
	Red
	Red
	Dark Blue
	Red

	Dalence
	?
	?
	?
	?
	?
	?

	Grau
	Red
	White
	Red
	Red
	Grey
	Red

	Independencia
	Grey
	Grey
	Green
	Green
	Grey
	Green

	Loa 1879
	Red
	Dark Blue
	Red
	Red
	Red
	Dark Blue

	Loa 1880
	Red
	Green
	Red
	Red
	Dark Blue
	Red

	Olaneta
	?
	?
	?
	?
	?
	?

	Padilla
	Red
	Green
	Black
	Black
	Grey
	Black

	Paucarpata
	Mid Blue
	Mid Blue
	Mid Blue
	Mid Blue
	Mid Blue
	-

	Tarija
	White
	White
	Green
	Green
	White
	Green

	Vengadores
	?
	?
	?
	?
	?
	?

	Victoria
	Grey
	Grey
	Red
	Red
	Grey
	Red

	Viedma
	?
	Green
	Red
	Red
	Grey
	Red


Cavalry

	Unit
	Kepi
	Tunic
	Collar
	Cuffs
	Trousers
	Stripe

	Husares
	Red
	Dark Blue
	Dark Blue
	Dark Blue
	Red
	Dark Blue

	Coraceros
	Helmet
	Yellow
	Green
	Green
	Grey
	-

	Libres del Sur
	Red
	Grey
	Red
	Red
	White
	Red

	Vanguardia
	Black
	Black
	Red
	Red
	Black
	Red

	Murillo
	Black
	Black
	Green
	Green
	Black
	Green

	Junin
	Red
	Black
	Black
	Blue
	Black
	Blue

	Mendez
	White
	White
	White
	White
	Blue
	-

	Guias
	Green
	Red
	Red
	Green
	White
	Red


The Francotiradores wore civilian clothing, as did several other cavalry units when first formed. 

Artillery

Gunners wore white tunics and grey trousers. Their guns were probably natural wood.

Peru

The Peruvian Army’s uniforms are more difficult to record simply because there were so many battalions that were broken up, merged, renamed and duplicated the names of other units. If in doubt, all kepis, tunics and trousers can be white for infantry and artillery. Footwear was normally black shoes for the infantry and black boots for the cavalry. Cavalry default uniforms are red kepis and trousers and blue tunics. All officers would have worn dark blue frock coats and dark blue or red trousers.

The lists below are by no means complete.

Tarapaca Campaign

Infantry
	Unit
	Kepi
	Tunic
	Collar
	Cuffs
	Trousers

	Zepita
	Red
	Dark Blue
	Dark Blue
	Dark Blue
	Red

	Ayacucho no.3
	Dark Blue
	Dark Blue
	Dark Blue
	Dark Blue
	Dark Blue

	Cazadores del Cuzco
	Dark Blue
	Dark Blue
	Green
	Green
	White

	Puno
	Dark Blue
	White
	White
	White
	White

	Cazadores de la Guardia
	Dark Blue
	White
	Dark Blue
	White
	Dark Blue

	Lima
	Dark Blue
	White
	White
	White
	White

	Guardias de Arequipa
	Dark Blue
	Brown
	Dark Blue
	Brown
	Red

	Dos de Mayo
	Dark Blue
	Dark Blue
	Dark Blue
	Dark Blue
	Red

	Ayacucho no.2
	Dark Blue
	Dark Blue
	Dark Blue
	Dark Blue
	Dark Blue

	Other infantry
	White 
	White
	White
	White
	White


Artillery

The artillery would have worn uniforms similar to those of Dos de Mayo. Equipment was painted olive green.

Cavalry

Husares de Junin – Red kepi with dark blue band, dark blue tunic with red collar and red trousers

Castilla – probably civilian clothes

Guias – unknown

The default uniform for Peruvian cavalry should be red kepi, dark blue tunic and red trousers

The Tacna Campaign

Infantry

	Unit
	Kepi
	Tunic
	Collar
	Cuffs
	Trousers

	Arica
	White
	White
	Red
	Red
	White

	Ayacucho
	Dark Blue
	Dark Blue
	Dark Blue
	Dark Blue
	Dark Blue

	Cazadores del Misti
	Green
	White
	Green
	Green
	White

	Cazadores del Rimac
	White
	White
	Red
	Red
	White

	Granaderos del Cuzco
	White
	White
	Red
	Red
	White

	Lima no.11
	Dark Blue
	White
	White
	White
	White

	Lima no.21
	Dark Blue
	Dark Blue
	-
	Light Blue
	Red

	Victoria
	Dark Blue
	Dark Blue
	-
	Light Blue
	Dark Blue

	Zepita
	White
	White
	Red
	Red
	White

	Cazadores de Pierola 
	White
	White
	Red
	Red
	Red

	Vengadores de Grau
	Dark Blue
	Red
	Light Blue
	Light Blue
	White

	Granaderos de Tacna
	Dark Blue
	Dark Blue
	Red
	Red
	Red


Details are sparse on other units and all white should be used in the absence of any information.

Cavalry
See the notes in the Tarapaca Campaign.

Artillery

See the notes in the Tarapaca Campaign. Naval gunners wore navy blue uniforms and caps.

Lima Campaign
Infantry

All line battalions can be painted in white uniforms with black kepis, except the following that are known to have worn distinctive uniforms:

	Unit 
	Kepi
	Tunic
	Collar
	Cuffs
	Trousers

	Cajamarca
	Black
	Grey
	Grey
	Grey
	Grey

	Callao
	Black
	Dark Blue
	Light Blue
	Light Blue
	Red

	Zepita
	Dark Blue
	Dark Blue
	Light Blue
	Light Blue
	White

	Manco Capac
	Dark Blue
	Dark Blue
	Light Blue
	Light Blue
	White

	Ayacucho
	Black
	Black
	Black
	Black
	Black


Ayacucho also had a large gold sun on the back of the tunic.

Reserve Army units had an all dark blue uniform, although, as with the line regiments, there would be significant amounts of civilian clothing.

Guarnicion de Marina – Black kepi, dark blue tunic with red collar and cuffs and white trousers with a red stripe

Police Battalions – All black uniform

Cavalry

	Unit
	Kepi
	Tunic
	Collar
	Cuffs
	Trousers

	Lanceros de Torata
	?
	Dark Blue
	Dark Blue
	Dark  Blue
	Dark Blue

	Escolta
	Dark Blue
	Dark Blue
	?
	?
	Dark Blue

	Rimac
	Red
	Dark Blue
	Light Blue
	Light Blue
	Red


Artillery
All gunners wore a completely grey uniform.

Campaign of la Brena
By now the Peruvian supply system had broken down completely. Most infantry and artillery wore a white uniform with a red kepi or a red band on the kepi (Army of the Centre) or a dark blue kepi (Iglesias’ Army of the North). Officers continued to wear a dark blue frock coat. Known variations:

Huancayo – mid blue uniform 

Canto no.1 – grey uniform and kepi

General Observations

Officers tended to be of ethnic Spanish origin and therefore tended to be lighter skinned and have more beards, sideburns and moustaches than the rank and file, who tended to be Indian. Units raised in the big cities of Chile and Peru would have some lighter skinned troops of European origin. Cavalry units, particularly the Legion Boliviana were more upper class and would have been more European. 

Overcoats and ponchos were normally grey or brown and water bottles metallic grey. 

Further Reading

Although Spanish speakers will have no difficulty finding books on the war, there are at last several books available in English.

Uniforms of the Pacific War – Patricio Grieve Moller & Claudio Fernandez Cerda (Caliver Books). A beautifully illustrated book, but expensive. Well worth the money to a committed enthusiast.

The Ten Cents War – Bruce Farcau. Another expensive book. Although very instructive from the diplomatic perspective, there is not so much detail for the wargamer.

Andean Tragedy – William F Sater – Written by undoubtedly the most authoritative writer on the war and certainly considerably cheaper than “the Ten Cents War”, again it suffers, from the wargamer’s point  view, in that it lacks much of the military detail.

To the Last Cartridge – Alan Curtis (Nafziger Collection). Designed for the wargamer, this includes descriptions and maps of all the main battles and campaigns and copious orders of battle.  

The South and Central American Wars Forum discusses all aspects of wars fought in Latin America and the Caribbean. Its address is   

http://games.groups.yahoo.com/group/SACAWars/

